
 
 

           
 
 
 

Nalanda Academy and Friendly Water for the World 
 
 
 

A Training and Knowledge-Sharing Partnership  
to Introduce 

Sustainable Water-First Technologies in Wardha, India 
 
 
 
 

October 2020 
 

  



A Training and Knowledge-Sharing Program to Introduce 
Sustainable Water-First Technologies in Wardha, India.  

 
Introduction 
This is a joint partnership being developed by two knowledge-sharing organizations, Nalanda Academy of 
Wardha (nalanda-academy.org/) and Friendly Water for the World (friendlywater.org/) of Olympia, Washington. 
The program will seek to improve the expanding Nalanda Academy facility, empower and train their students 
while directly transforming neighboring communities by using and applying easy-to-produce, resilience-building 
technologies which create immediate health, social, and economic benefits. 
 
Partners 
Nalanda Academy is an Education Resource Centre based at a Buddha Vihar in Wardha, Maharashtra. 
Inspired by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, they annually prepare 250 mostly Dalit students (50% female by rule) to 
pursue further studies at quality central universities or even abroad. The students come from rural, 
impoverished villages across India, and have studied in non-English, often poor-quality schools. Through a 10-
month foundation course conducted in English, students study mathematics, sciences/computers, geography, 
and economics. They are rigorously coached to prepare applications, take exams, and to deal with bullying, 
casteism, and marginalization. Education is free, and living stipends are available to those who need them. 
 
Friendly Water for the World is an international water-first knowledge-sharing and training organization. They 
are experts in village-scale technologies implemented through community partnerships and engagement. The 
work spans over 17 countries, with numerous projects primarily in support of marginalized, dispossessed, and 
disadvantaged people, including in India, with Dalits, Adivasis, Musahar, other tribal people, refugees, and 
women. Friendly Water for the World’s platform utilizes low-cost, low-tech, and locally applicable technologies 
such as BioSand Water Filters, Interlocking Soil Stabilized Blocks (ISSB), and traditional and improved 
rainwater catchment systems to improve basic living conditions. 
 
Opportunity 
In 2018, Wardha, in the center of India, received only 60% of its regular rainfall. Water in more than a thousand 
villages had water supplies cut, often receiving water only one day a week as wells ran dry. The acute water 
shortage forced Nalanda Academy to close months early, and not for the first time. Much of the remaining 
water comes from untreated sources that can lead to waterborne illnesses such as typhoid, cholera, and 
dysentery. Nalanda Academy is planning to build a green campus that can provide clean water, sanitation, and 
other sustainable resources to their students and local community. 
 
Program Proposal 
As Nalanda Academy builds its new campus; Friendly Water for the World will collaborate by training students 
and local villagers in our water-first technologies. In partnership with the Academy, Friendly Water for the 
World will create a center that will scale the knowledge-sharing and technology into the surrounding area, and 
train others from across India in water resilience efforts. Friendly Water for the World-trained volunteers will 
have an opportunity to participate as co-trainers and community or technology specialists. 
 
Outputs 
Introduction of seven, simple-to-produce, appropriate technologies to generate an immediate, and ongoing 
health and social benefit for the school and participating communities. Technologies include: the BioSand 
Water filter, which is a highly effective and village-produced clean water solution; the environmentally friendly 
and carbon positive, non-fired Interlocking Soil Stabilized Block (ISSB) brick as a primary construction material 
in the construction of virtual any structure but especially including; Rainwater Catchment Tanks; Microflush 
Latrines (water conserving and composting toilet) and Rocket Stoves (wood-conserving and lowemission 
stoves) can all be constructed with ISSB bricks. Permagardening (construction of water-conserving kitchen 
gardens) runs parallel in concept with the Rainwater Catchments, to which it is frequently connected. And 
lastly, liquid soap production, because WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) technologies are most effective 
when complementing each other. 
 
Measures 



The benefits of these solutions can be measured in a number of ways. Are more children in school? Are fewer 
people walking for water? Has the incidence of waterborne illness decreased (we perform regular 
epidemiological surveys) in the partner communities? Is less forest being burned to make fired-bricks or for 
cooking? Is the household saving money on antibiotics and hospital/clinic visits and thereby increasing their 
ability to plan their futures.? 
 
Some of these questions will take years, maybe a generation to answer. Others will be answered in 30-90 
days. But the answers to all these questions will be found in the regular reporting and regular weekly contact 
with our Coach, a contracted employee from the community, hired to measure changes in key indicators 
(community/childhood health, school enrollment, household income, new ISSB construction) and to 
communicate directly and frequently with Friendly Water staff. A fully actualized program will include five years 
of transportation, communication, and payroll funding for the Coach position.  
 
Cost 
We are raising $78,000 as Phase One funding for this project, which will accomplish all planning, community 
surveys and community engagement, all initial training in the seven technologies, the building of water-first 
technologies for Nalanda Academy as demonstration projects, the employment of a Friendly Coach, and 
evaluation. 
 
Friendly Water for the World is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization (EIN 27-2510007). All contributions to 
Friendly Water are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Friendly Water is able to accept gifts of stock 
and through legacies, and can help set up planned giving opportunities.  
 
Next Steps 
This is an invitation for input and support of those interested in lifting Dalit, tribal, and other marginalized 
students and communities out of the cycles of poverty, poor health, and exclusion. To join us, or if you have 
questions, please contact:  
 
 
David Albert      Prashant Nema 
Chairperson      206 778-7847 
Friendly Water for the World    pnema.contact@gmail.com  
360 918-3642 
david@friendlywater.org  
 
 
Curt Andino                    Inamul Hasan   
Executive Director                National Coordinator - India 
Friendly Water for the World      Friendly Water for the World 
360 888-2065       +91 90921 37718 
curt@friendlywater.org     inam2235@gmail.com 
 
 
Rahul Patil 
Nalanda Academy  
rmp2309@gmail.com  
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SHARING HOPE  
THROUGH 

CLEAN WATER 

 
Friendly Platform: BioSand Water Filters 

 
Invented in 1993 by Dr. David Manz at the 
University of Calgary, Canada, BioSand Water 
Filters are simple, affordable, household point-of-
use technology that can provide up to 84 liters of 
clean drinking water daily. Properly installed, used, 
and maintained, BioSand Filters can eliminate up 
to 99% of viruses and bacteria from the water 
supply, as well as 100% of worms, parasites, 
protozoa, and amoebae. They can also be easily 
modified to remove more than 88% of arsenic in 
water. They have been used in more than 66 
countries, and can last up to 30 years. 
 
BioSand Filters are an adaptation of slow-sand 
filters which have been around for several thousand 
years. A cement box constructed with a mold is 
filled with carefully prepared sand and gravel, and 
a metal diffuser plate placed inside. When water is 
poured in, four processes take place: 1) A biolayer is formed on top of the sand, and in the water, where natural 
predation takes place. Most bacteria are killed here. 2) The sand particles have a slight electrical charge, and 
bacteriophages carrying viruses adhere to the surfaces, and die. 3) There is no oxygen in the sand column, 
resulting in anaerobic die off. 4) Physical filtration strains out parasites, worms, remaining bacteria, and fine-
grain sediments. No electricity or chemicals are required, and Filters are constructed with regularly available 
local materials. 
 
There are almost two billion people in the world without regular access to clean water, the majority of them in 
very rural areas. Regular access to clean drinking water can reduce if not eliminate waterborne illnesses 
including cholera, typhoid, dysentery, amebiasis, cryptosporidiosis, hepatitis A, and other conditions. Clean 
water is especially important for infants and children in prevention of childhood morbidity and mortality, 
making it possible for them to digest their food, and reducing stunting and cognitive impairment resulting from 
parasitic stress. It is also critical for people with HIV to prevent opportunistic infections. 
 
BioSand Filters can be produced in communities in which they are used They require followup, at least initially, 
to ensure they are being used correctly, and to demonstrate epidemiological benefits. Clean containers to store 
water are key. Filters can be sold, or be part of a charity or NGO effort, or can be entirely a rural self-help 
project. Scale is only limited by the number of molds available, as each can be used build a Filter only once 
every 1-2 days. Above all, freed from the scourge of waterborne illnesses, families are then able to plan for 
better lives in more vibrant, healthy communities.  
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Friendly Platform: Rainwater Catchment Systems 

 
The impact of climate change in the 
Global South is already profound. Besides 
the general amount of rainfall being 
reduced, the rainy season is now 
concentrated into fewer weeks or months. 
The result is a rising tide of torrential 
floods, wiping out crops, and causing 
severe damage to communities and 
infrastructure. At the same time, there are 
now extended droughts, with crops dying 
in the fields, and drinking water becoming 
increasingly scarce.  
 
Already, women in many parts of the 
world spend tens of millions of hours each 

year on “the long walk for water”, often removing their children, especially girls, from school to assist. Some 
walk for as much as nine hours each and every day to bring water home to their families, and with global 
climate change, walks are getting even longer. There is little water for small-scale agriculture, as land is 
increasingly turning into desert. Schools lack water for basic sanitation, forcing many girls to drop out of 
school, and resulting in the increasing spread of disease. 
 
In order to clean water for drinking, as Friendly Water for the World is committed to with BioSand Water 
Filters, there has be water available to clean. One approach is to build rainwater catchment systems. These 
systems, 5,000-20,000 liter ferro-cement tanks mounted on brick foundations, can capture water from gutters 
installed on buildings such as schools. In most locations, they are 40% less expensive than plastic tanks, last 
twice as long, and, with training, can be built by people in local communities onsite. Water can then be stored 
for use in dry seasons, used for drinking water where none is normally available, utilized for sanitation and 
hygiene purposes, or for small-scale irrigation. Tanks can also be built using curved interlocking stabilized-soil 
bricks, which don’t require any firing, and can also be made onsite. 
 
In places where there are no roofs from which water can be captured, in-ground cisterns called taankas can be 
constructed. Surrounding land is contoured so that rainwater is directed into the taankas during short rainy 
seasons for use throughout the year. Taankas have been used for hundreds of years in the Thar Desert in 
Rajasthan in western India; the technology could be adopted much more widely as desertification increases in 
other areas in India and elsewhere. 
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Friendly Platform: Interlocking Stabilized Soil Bricks (ISSB) 

 
 

In many rural areas, families and communities 
have little opportunity to improve their lives 
through construction. Housebuilding materials are 
expensive, and governments often lack the 
capacity to build schools, clinics, and other 
infrastructure.  
 
This is particularly true for traditional bricks. 
They are often produced using kilns, depleting the 
environment through deforestation with wood 
being used for firing. The bricks are then often 
trucked over long distances, and then require 
substantial amounts of mortar in construction. 
 
There is an alternative. With the use of a very 
simply manual machine, compressed bricks are 

made with soil, a stabilizer such as cement, and pressure. The proper mixture of soil and cement are loaded into 
a mold, and bricks are formed using manual compression. The resulting brick is then cured in the sun. 
 
ISSBs are very strong, lack variation in strength, and the bricks fit together like toy blocks, with virtually no 
mortar, to form a strong structure. Four people can create 300-400 ISSBs per day. Since the bricks are made at 
the construction site, there are virtually no transportation expenses. Homes and schools can be built at a savings 
of upwards of 40%. Local community teams can start businesses to fabricate ISSBs, which have also been used 
to build walls and chicken coops. 
 
Friendly Water for the World also uses ISSBs to build MicroFlush toilets and in the bases of rainwater 
catchments systems. It is also possible to fashion curved bricks by using machines with different molds.  
 
ISSBs are an ecologically sound technology, enhancing the resilience of communities. The machines require 
neither electricity nor petrol, and preserve forest resources that are under severe ecological pressure.  
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Friendly Platform: MicroFlush Toilets 

 
More than two billion people in the world lack 
access to toilets or latrines. This amounts to more 
than half the people living in rural areas, and an 
even higher percentage of people living in rural 
areas in Latin America, subSaharan Africa, and 
South Asia.  
 
Poor sanitation is linked to transmission of 
diseases such as cholera, diarrhea, dysentery, 
hepatitis A, and typhoid, Some 827,000 people 
die as a result of inadequate water, sanitation, and 
hygiene each year, representing 60% of total 
diarrheal deaths. Poor sanitation is believed to be 
the main cause in some 432 ,00 of these deaths. 

Diarrhea is a major killer of children. Better 
water, sanitation, and hygiene could prevent the deaths of 297,000 children aged under 5 years each year. 
Besides death, poor sanitation is linked to malnutrition, as children can’t digest their food, stunting, and 
parasitic stress leading to permanent cognitive damage and lost educational opportunities. In addition, lack of 
sanitation facilities is a leading cause of girls dropping out of school. 

In particular, open defecation perpetuates a vicious cycle of disease and poverty. The countries where open 
defection is most widespread have the highest number of deaths of children under age five, as well as the 
highest levels of malnutrition and poverty, and big disparities of wealth. 
 
Invented in Ghana, MicroFlush Toilets are off-grid, odor- and fly-free. A mesh across the base of the toilet 
creates a filter-digester for solids and liquids to separate. Liquids are processed naturally in a sink hole, while 
solids are composted by earthworms, so they do not need to be mucked out for 2 – 2 ½ years. Flushing and 
processing is accelerated using less than ½ cup of graywater from a handle-less handwashing container.  
 
MicroFlush toilets can be constructed in local communities using interlocking stabilized soil bricks made by the 
communities themselves. They require very little in the way of maintenance. 
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Friendly Platform: Permagardens 

 
An adaptation of permaculture and bio-intensive 
gardening. Permagardens are a climate- and 
water-resilient technology that makes it possible 
for families to grow large amounts of food all 
year round, including during the dry season, close 
to home.  
 
Climate change has added misery to the lives of 
so many people who depend on subsistence 
agriculture. Not only is there less rainfall in some 
places, but rain is concentrated in fewer months, 
feeding a cycle of increasing floods and droughts. 
Often, there are no ways to store rainwater, 
droughts are increasing the ‘long walk to water, 
and agriculture is often failing. 

 
Pioneered by former Peace Corps volunteer Peter Jensen of TerraFirma International, the idea behind 
Permagardens is to channel all available water to a double-dug garden which is augmented with waste organic 
material. Double-digging means both topsoil and the layer of earth below it are tilled (16-18 inches deep), with 
channels created underneath to capture water runoff, from roofs or simply from sloped surfaces. If done 
correctly, it is possible to grow nutrient-rich foods close to one's home virtually all year round, regardless of the 
climate. The same can be done with small agricultural plots, with ridged gardens being double-dug, water 
draining through the swales to what essentially become underground water tanks. Water can be directed off 
paths into the swales. 
 
Permagardens are rooted in water conservation. Every puddle breeding malaria mosquitos is water that is not 
working for the community. Every flash flood washing out roads represents water that is not irrigating farms 
and fields. Every piece of bare land standing next to people's homes is land that is not feeding children and 
families. We can't change the climate (well, we have, but that's another conversation), but we can adapt 
ourselves to making better lives for each other using simple, easily implementable concepts. 
 
And the result is healthier families with higher nutritional status, less subject to the vagaries of the climate, 
available work, or of the marketplace. We are also encouraging families to grow moringa, the miracle tree, 
which can radically transform child nutrition,. Moringa plants can even be used as fences for the Permagardens!  
 
When successful, Permagardesn ensure greater community resilience, ecological sustainability, and nutritional 
abundance. Followup and monitoring are necessary to ensure ongoing success, and then program expansion. 
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Friendly Platform: Rocket Stoves 

 
Some three billion people cook and heat their homes 
using open fires. To fuel the smoky fires, families can 
spend 20 hours a week or more gathering wood, time that 
might otherwise be spent at school, at work, or other 
activities. Gathering fuel for these fires is a major factor 
and deforestation, and the firewood trade is also a cover 
for timber smuggling of rare species.   
 
The typical three-stone cooking fire produces about 400 
cigarettes’ worth of smoke an hour, and prolonged 
exposure is associated with respiratory infections, eye 
damage, heart and lung disease, and lung cancer. In the 
developing world, health problems from smoke inhalation 
are a significant cause of death in both children under 
five and women. Between 16-20% of the 5.6 million 
children under-age-five child deaths each year are the 
result of lower respiratory infections. Lower respiratory 
infection deaths, such as those from pneumonia, are the 
leading cause of child deaths in Guatemala. 
 
While there are many different kinds of stoves and 
cooking apparatus available that would mitigate or 
eliminate these problems, most of them are beyond the 
reach of those who would benefit most from them. They 
either require scarce portable petroleum or natural gas 
resources, municipal hookups, or expensive appliances.  
 
One solution is the Rocket Stove. At its most basic, the stove, made mostly of sand, is just an elbow, body, and 
chimney, utilizing a narrow combustion chamber and air inlet to burn easy-to-collect, small-diameter wood fuel. 
The fuel burns at the front of the chamber, where the air is circulating, at an intense heat that eliminates most 
smoke and pollutants. Rocket Stoves use up to 50% less fuel than three-stone fires, and produce 75-80% fewer 
emissions. They reduce the risks of respiratory illness, child burns, and thatch-roof fires. 
 
Rocket stoves can be constructed of other materials, and modified to meet local cultural needs (such as heating 
surfaces to bake flatbreads). Affordability is a key issue, as is the ability to produce the stoves locally, in the 
community, in forms that are appropriate to their own cooking habits and needs. 
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Friendly Platform: Soapmaking 

 
Keeping hands clean is one of the most important ways to 
prevent the spread of infection and illness. However, in 
many areas of the world, practicing personal hygiene is 
difficult due to lack of resources such as clean water and 
soap. Many diseases (including diarrheal diseases) can be 
spread when hands, face, and body are not washed 
appropriately at the key times. Proper handwashing can 
be critical to prevent the spread of Covid 19, Ebola, 
cholera, and typhoid. 

In many lower income countries and poorer communities, 
diarrheal disease is the leading cause of death among 
children. Most diarrheal diseases are spread by person-to-
person contact or by fecal-oral routes, many times by way 
of contaminated hands, which carry bacteria, viruses, and 
parasites. A review of data from a number of studies 
indicate that a 42%-47% reduction in diarrhea can occur 
when handwashing with soap and water is introduced into 
a community. Handwashing promotion and interventions 
are estimated to have the potential to prevent one million 
deaths from diarrheal diseases  

Handwashing is integral to disease prevention in all parts of the world; however, access to soap and water is 
limited in many communities. Communities can be easily be trained to manufacture liquid soap, which then can 
be distributed to homes and schools, or sold in the marketplace.  Effective handwashing interventions involve 
education and promoting long-term behavior changes, both in appropriate social and cultural contexts. 
 
Soap recipes can vary by country, but all contain either a sulphuric acid or an oil or fat and lye solution, Oher 
surfactants/detergents are added based on what is available in the local market. Each recipe is enhanced with 
additives such as fragrance and color This process can be used to create either liquid or bar soap. 
 
It has been estimated that a $3.35 investment in handwashing creates the same health benefits as over $1,000 
spent on immunizations.  



About Nalanda Academy   
 
 
The pursuit of higher education is fraught with many challenges for the students coming from 
marginalised backgrounds in our country. Weak English skills, financial hardships, lack of 
proper information and guidance, caste and gender discrimination, urban-rural divide are few 
among many challenges. These challenges, products of a deeply unequal society, create 
insurmountable barriers for them to enter into the hallowed portals of higher education. The 
lack of diversity among the students and teaching communities in India’s top universities and 
educational institutions is a glaring testimony to this fact. 
 
Nalanda Academy, with its focus on training and mentoring students from marginalised, rural 
and poor backgrounds for quality higher education, is one small effort in providing these 
students equal opportunities. 

The Foundation Course 

The Academy offers a 10-month course for students who have either completed their 10 +2 or 
are graduate in any discipline and aspire for admissions in premier educational institutions for 
various under-graduate and post-graduate courses in social sciences, law, management, 
communication and other related fields. 

The course has been designed to rigorously train students from non-English medium and rural 
backgrounds in English, Maths, Economics, History, Political Science, Indian Constitution, 
Logical Aptitude, and Current Affairs so that they are able to compete in different All-India 
Entrance Exams for admissions to prestigious universities and colleges. 

The admissions in the course takes place in the third week of June every year with a brief 
interview of the students interested in joining the course. The first preference is given to 
students from marginalised castes belonging to poor rural background. The Academy does not 
charge any tuition fee and provides all support to the students without putting any financial 
burden, however we do not have residential and mess facilities for out-station students. 
Therefore we offer a few monthly scholarships to deserving students to cover their 
accommodation and food expenses in Wardha. 

At present, for 2019-2020 batch, 250 students from 15 states have enrolled for this course and 
are studying with us. In the last six years, more than 300 of our students have been selected for 
studies in top universities in India and abroad. 

 
 



 
Success Stories from Nalanda Academy, Wardha, Maharashtra  

 
 

Chetan Kant, MA, Disability Studies and Action, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Mumbai, Class of 2020 

 
 

I belong to the village of Panigaon in Kalahandi 
District of Odisha. My family is very poor. Both my 
parents passed away when I was young. Since then, 
being the eldest, I had to work in the fields to support 
my siblings. My education suffered a lot as I had no 
financial support.  
 
Some friends from Odisha were studying in Nalanda 
Academy and informed me about it. I started 
following Academy’s activities on social media and 
got inspired. I decided to take admission as I came to 
know that the Academy teaches students free of cost 
and provides scholarships too for the students who 
cannot afford their stay in Wardha. 
 
It was a turning point of my life. Earlier I was not 
serious about higher education. I did not know its real 

value. On the first day in Nalanda, I got much inspired after hearing Anoop Sir’s speech. Before 
I could not even study for an hour, but in Nalanda I had to study for hours together without a 
break. It was very difficult in the beginning, but later it turned into a habit. I got more confident 
and improved myself in studies. Nalanda is an experience I will never forget. It gave me a lot of 
pleasure, a beautiful circle of friends, and a responsible teacher. 
 
Due to Nalanda I am now studying in one of the India’s pre-eminent institutes. I think I am a 
lucky person. Nalanda has not only helped me in academic life but also supported me 
financially. I was under much financial debt as my family house was destroyed due to heavy 
rainfall in Odisha. Anoop sir personally helped me to clear my debt so that I could focus on my 
studies. I can never forget that. 
 
There are many students from Nalanda now pursuing higher education in top institutes across 
India and in foreign countries. This is so inspiring. I can easily get any information regarding 
my studies and on other opportunities from the Nalanda student network. Nalanda is like my 
parents and a golden opportunity for students like me. 



Success Stories from Nalanda Academy, Wardha, Maharashtra  
 

Jyotirao Wankhede, MSc, Climate Change and Sustainability Studies, Tata Institute of  
Social Sciences, Mumbai, Class of 2019 

 
 

I belong to Bhugaon village in Nagpur District. The 
village is very educationally backward. But my 
family, being follower of Babasaheb Ambedkar, was 
in favor of proper education for their children. My 
elder brother got me admitted in a semi-English 
medium school, 10 km away from our home. But 
because of many family issues, my education was 
side-racked and I had to start working early. I lost my 
interest in studies and had to complete my graduation 
from an open university.  
 
I knew Nalanda Academy since its inception due to 
my cousin Kapil Wankhede. He explained to me its 
true values and its ability to mould students like me 
into sharp knowledge-seekers. Kapil Bhau motivated 
me to visit the Academy instead of looking for small 
jobs to make ends meet.  Having done my Bachelors 

in Hotel Management, I had absolutely no knowledge of Social Sciences and opportunities in 
higher academia.  
 
Once I joined Nalanda, it played a very significant role and provided a helping hand to grow 
personally and professionally. Today I am studying in one of the top courses in one of the top 
universities in India. Without Nalanda it would have been unimaginable. Even if I had gotten 
admission here somehow, it would have been very tough for me to survive without Nalanda. 
Professors here use complex terminologies and academic jargon during their lectures, enough to 
make students like me get frightened and to regret coming to such institutions. But in Nalanda, 
we got exposed to such academic language which helped me to survive the rigors of academic 
life during my post-graduation. Nalanda gave me and to a lot of students wings to fly in the sky 
with some confidence.  Not only in studies, Nalanda has brought so much changes in my 
personality that I can see, feel and be amazed. Every posts, events, and activities of Nalanda 
still inspire me. I have friends from Nalanda who are abroad for their higher studies; others are 
already working in good organizations and growing professionally. All this makes me so proud 
of my Nalanda. 



Success Stories from Nalanda Academy, Wardha, Maharashtra  
 

Karuna Patel, LLM, Central University of Punjab, Class of 2020 
 
 
I hail from Pulgaon which is a taluka in Wardha 
District, Maharashtra. I did my B.A. LL.B from 
Yashwant Law College, Wardha. While pursuing my 
law degree I got to know about Nalanda Academy 
through a friend. I visited the place along with few of 
my friends. I met Anoop. He suggested that I not join 
immediately, but first attend few classes to observe 
and then make a decision. He had never taught law 
students before and wanted me to be sure about the 
usefulness of the classes. Just after attending one class 
with Anoop, I decided to join. 
 
During the time I spent in Nalanda, I learned lots of 
things which I never ever experienced before. I met 
many students who were from different states, 
speaking different mother tongues. I was amazed how 
such students traveled from so far to come to a small 
town in Maharashtra to study. After spending some time in the Academy, I understood the 
reason.  
 
Students who stayed in Nalanda for some period had amazing experiences. Most of us 
developed our dedication, for the first time in our lives, towards higher education in Nalanda 
Academy. Nalanda not only helped me in my academic life but also in my personal life. I was 
very low and disturbed due to my family conditions and other personal issues, which prevented 
me from focusing on my studies. But the environment here was so conducive. It was very easy 
to reach out to Anoop sir and Minakshi tai. Both helped me a lot to deal with my personal and 
family problems. It is because of Nalanda only that I could even think of studying for my LLM 
in Central University of Punjab. Today I can face any problem in my life and I am confident 
that I can definitely achieve success. Nalanda is even helping me today through its nation-wide 
alumni network. Nalanda is like a family for me; a family that believes in equality and equal 
access to education for all. I feel very fortunate to be part of the Nalanda family. 



Success Stories from Nalanda Academy, Wardha, Maharashtra  
 
 

Komal Mangar, MA, Women’s Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Class 
of 2019 

 
 

I am from a very small village Rengatur in Nagpur. I 
took primary education from a government school in 
Marathi medium. During my second year after 
graduation from Nagpur University, I worked as a 
policy agent in an insurance company.  My brother 
had joined Nalanda Academy then and suggested the 
same to me. But I refused to leave my job because I 
was not much interested in higher education. To be 
very honest I was really scared of mathematics.  He 
kept trying to convince me for almost a year. Finally, 
I relented and quit my job to join Nalanda on 7th 
August 2016. From this moment my golden days 
started.  
 
At Nalanda, my experience is unforgettable. From 
today one, I started learning many basic things basics 
like how to read a newspaper and how to take notes. I 
learned more in that one year at Nalanda than my 

entire fifteen years of schooling. Now I have enough confidence to speak, make presentations, 
and debate on social, political and other issues. Nalanda gave me that confidence and the spirit. 
With that, I overcame my anxieties and inferiority complex. It gave a whole new direction to 
my life.  
 
You won’t find a teacher like Anoop Sir anywhere else. He is the best teacher I have seen. On 
the very first day of my joining Nalanda, Anoop was teaching editorials and had provided a 
copy of editorials for each student to read. He suddenly asked me, “What is there in today’s 
editorial?”  I was completely shocked since I did not have any idea about it. I didn’t even know 
what an editorial is. Frightened, I said ‘No Sir’. He just said, “Okay. Sit down”. He did not say 
anything to me. He did not even give me an angry look. That was quite a surprise for me based 
on my previous student-teacher experiences. I have never seen this before and that’s why I 
decided from that day on to study hard. Now Nalanda is not just a class but a second home for 
me! 
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Minal Madavi, MA, Children and Family, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, 
Class of 2020 

 
 

I am from Nagpur. I come from a single-parent 
family. My father left us a long time ago. My mother 
has been the only support and inspiration of my life. 
She did odd works to support my studies. I too 
started working part-time quite early in my life.  
 
I did all my education in Marathi medium. After my 
graduation, I wanted to go for quality higher 
education. I was very much interested in social work 
and therefore started preparing for TISS, Mumbai for 
my post-graduation. I took te entrance exam twice 
but could not qualify. At that time, one of my cousin 
brothers informed me about Nalanda Academy and 
insisted that I meet Anoop Kumar Sir. So I came to 
Wardha and joined Nalanda in August 2017.  
 
The first thing that struck me in the Academy was the 

large number of students from different states and regions. Students from so many different 
states studying together in a small town of Maharashtra. But I experienced a feeling of 
belonging and unity of purpose right from the first moment.  
 
In Nalanda Academy, I learnt the real meaning of education, the importance of higher 
education, and proper use of that education. After training in Nalanda in 2018, I not only 
cleared the TISS National Entrance Test, but Post Graduate Diploma in Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene and Central Universities Common Entrance Tests as well. Nalanda made me efficient 
in academics.  
 
Personally also, it gives me a feeling of family and belonging where I can share my problems 
and my experiences. It is where I can also get a solution and answer to every question. At 
present, I am living with a small family of Nalanda students in TISS Mumbai and that makes 
me feel comfortable here, outside of my hom town. I know that the helping hand of Nalanda 
Academy is always there with us and this is what makes Nalanda special. It is not just a 
coaching class; it is a lot more than that. For me ‘Nalanda is a path of enlightenment. 
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Pallavi Sagar, MA, Disability Studies and Action, Tata Institute of Social Science, 
Mumbai, Class of 2021 

 
 
The beauty of Nalanda Academy is that it takes 
students from the ground, exposes them to the 
diversity of global knowledge and turns them into 
scholars. I am proud that I am part of it. It not only 
taught me to dream but also provided me a platform to 
follow my dream. Nalanda not only train us for 
academic success but also to feel proud for our 
community, to which we belong. 
 
I come from a small village in Kalahandi district of 
Odisha, one of the most backward districts of the 
country which is synonymous with starvation deaths 
and famine. My parents are agricultural laborerss. My 
family do not own any land. So I studied with great 
financial difficulties. We were introduced to both 
Babasaheb and Buddha by our elder brother who 
brought me and my sister along with him to Nagaloka, 

a Buddhist institution based in Nagpur. It is here that I heard about Anoop sir and Nalanda 
Academy. I decided after my graduation. So we went back and completed our graduation in 
Odisha. We had to travel 60 km daily for our classes as we could not afford the hostel fee. But I 
was very determined and worked hard to become a graduate.  
 
I completed my graduation and then came along with my twin sister to join Nalanda Academy. 
Finally, in 2018, we became students of Anoop Sir. It was a dream come true. After 8 months of 
rigorous classes at Nalanda, I got selected in TISS Mumbai for my MA. My sister too got 
admitted in Gujarat Central University for her integrated MA in Social Management.  
 
Nalanda provided me the opportunities which many students like me are looking for. Today I 
am a free human being and I can do anything. This spirit came within me through the essence of 
teachings of Nalanda. Anoop sir always tell us that Nalanda is not coaching class but is a 
movement and the students like me will have to carry it forward. I sincerely hope to contribute 
towards this dream throughout my life. 
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Raviraj Gajbhiye, MS in Mechanical Engineering, University of Alberta, Canada, Class of 

2020 
 
 

I hail from a small village Ghogli in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. During my engineering college at 
Nagpur, I was introduced to Anoop by a friend. On 
meeting him, I discussed about my career plans. I was 
very confused on what path to choose after my 
graduation. Everyone told me to prepare for 
government jobs, but Anoop gave me completely new 
direction. He introduced me to a very wide scope of 
higher education. He advised me to go for post-
graduate work from some reputed institution abroad 
before thinking about a job. Even the thought of 
studying in a foreign country had never crossed my 
head before. But talking to Anoop gave me a new 
sense of purpose and I immediately became a part of 
Nalanda.  
 
Nalanda helped me academically to envision the right 
career path. It encouraged me to work hard and excel. 
I became goal-oriented and more determined towards life. But most importantly Anoop 
fellowship helped me to develop a sense of love for our community and commitment to serve it 
in every way possible.  
 
Nalanda has helped me to become a confident person. All the key skills of perseverance and 
determination that I acquired being in Nalanda are still helping me in my studies and to thrive in 
the foreign lands. Nalanda is the only place from which I derive my inspiration, motivation, and 
confidence. I am who I am today just because I was fortunate to be associated with Anoop Sir 
and Nalanda Academy. Nalanda was never just a learning center; it was a place that developed 
me more as a social being rather than merely a student. 
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Reshma Ansari, MA, Women’s Studies, Tata Institute of Social Science, Mumbai, Class of 
2018 

 
 

I finished my Masters in Women’s Studies from Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai in 2018 and I am 
currently preparing for the Civil Services. I come 
from a small town in Nagpur called Kuhi. I come 
from a single-parent family. Since my childhood, I 
worked along with my mother in the agricultural 
fields, and also as domestic help. After completing my 
12th year in my home town, I came to Nagpur for my 
graduation. I was always very determined towards 
acquiring education, despite all hardships. So I chose 
to do a B.Sc. and started preparing for competitive 
exams. Before my graduation, I got a job as Branch 
Postmaster. I worked there for three years till I 
finished my B.Sc. 
 
I became familiar with Nalanda Academy through 
some common friends during my graduation. After 

completion of my second year of B.Sc., I met Anoop to discuss how to prepare for Civil 
Services exams. He explained me the pattern, syllabus but also advised me to first go for a 
degree from some reputed university to get exposure and to improve my understanding of 
Indian society, economy, and culture. All this would help me in my preparation for civil 
services.  
 
After talking to Anoop sir, I immediately became part of Nalanda. I was very shy person and 
lacked confidence but that one discussion with Anoop helped me to gain some confidence. 
When I joined Nalanda, I tried to interact with all the students. For the first time in my life, I 
felt that there are students like me with similar kinds of experiences. 
 
To be honest, I was never interested in academics before coming to Nalanda. Higher education 
was a completely new domain in my life. I actually cannot express in words on how Nalanda 
has changed my life. It gave me strength. It gave me positivity wherever I went. Nalanda is the 
ocean of inspiration for me. Even if I am not there physically, I get continuous feeling of 
support and encouragement. 
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Roopa Nagenahalli, MA in Education, Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, Class of 2020 
 
 

I am from Nagenahalli village, Ballari District, 
Karnataka. We are three sisters and two brothers. My 
mother was a devadasi. Being a single mother, it was 
difficult for her to take care of all of us. So I had to 
drop out from school to work along with my mother 
as an agricultural laborer and later in the Ballari iron-
ore mines. Sometimes we also worked as house-
maids.  
 
One of the families we were working with once 
suggested to my mother that she enroll me through 
distance mode of learning. So I got enrolled and 
studied till my graduation this way. I never could 
attend regular classes, as I always had to work.  
 
After graduation, I started looking for opportunities 
for higher studies. In early 2017, I got to know about 

Anoop sir and Nalanda through my friend Rimi. She suggested I visit Wardha and join.  
 
When I joined Nalanda in July 2017, I didn’t know how to write even a single paragraph in 
English. My whole education was in Kannada medium. Being a school dropout, I got the first 
real chance to do proper study at Nalanda. 
 
Two most important things that I learnt in Nalanda are punctuality and consistency in studies. I 
followed the time table which was scheduled by sir. This helped me a lot to understand how to 
study smartly. Daily editorials, newspaper readings, regular discussions with classmates on 
current issues, and guest lecturers from experts led me to gain some understanding about 
society. It boosted by self-confidence tremendously. Nalanda helped me to explore my strengths 
and weaknesses. I made good friends at Nalanda who, like me, come from similar 
underprivileged backgrounds. I love Nalanda. It is like a family to me now. 
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Suresh Kumar, BA (Spanish), Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi, Class of 2021 
 

 
Nalanda Academy is a name of possibilities. I don’t 
have enough words to express my feelings about 
Nalanda. It has changed my life and gave me a new 
direction. I am now studying in India’s top university. 
I feel fortunate to have a teacher like Mr. Anoop 
Kumar. I have learned everything from Nalanda. If I 
had not come to Nalanda, then I would not have been 
here in JNU today. 
 
I belong to Rajasthan, from a very small village Tapra 
of Barmer District. It is part of the Thar Desert, near 
to the India-Pakistan border. It is an educationally 
backward area. Around half of the population is still 
illiterate. There is little awareness about education. 
My family too is not educated. My father is a laborer 
and mother a housewife. I completed my schooling 
from the local school in Hindi medium.  

 
Just after my 10+2, I got information about the Nalanda Academy from some friends from my 
village who were studying here. They insisted that I join as soon as possible. So I decided to 
take admission just after my 10+2 exams. Initially, I was little scared as Wardha is very far my 
home and everything here was new for me. But meeting Anoop Sir was a great experience. He 
met me as a friendly elder brother. I enjoyed his lectures the most. I used to get up early in the 
morning to be able to attend his full lectures. My English was very bad, but here I had to read 
English newspapers every day. I studied many subjects for the first time – Logical Reasoning, 
Economics, Indian Constitution, etc. When I joined my educational level was not good but 
when I left Nalanda I realized that I have learned so many things. Because of that, today I am 
studying in one of the top universities of India. 
 
Nalanda Academy is a family for me. Nalanda taught me that everything is possible. Now many 
more students from my village are studying here. They are studying hard and I sincerely wish 
that they too get all success. 
 
 

 

 
 


